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What are SATs?
- At the end of Key Stage One (Y2) all children are required to 

be assessed in different areas of English and Maths. 

- This takes the form of both teacher assessment and testing –
SATs tests are just one piece of evidence.

- Throughout the year, Miss O’Dwyer, Mrs Lee and Mrs 
Copeman will be preparing the children for the tests.

- The tests inform Teacher Assessment that are submitted to 
the government at the end of the year.



When and how do the SATs 
take place?

- The school is required to administer SATs tests during the month of 
May.

- There is no set timetable for administering the tests; it can be 
decided upon by the school.

- If your child is absent, they will do the tests when they return. We 
do ask that you do not book any holidays during May as they will 
not be authorised.

- We aim to make SATs as non-threatening as possible. They take 
place in the classroom with your child’s class teacher and other 
familiar adults.



SATs papers
- At the end of Year 2, children will sit tests in

➢ Reading

➢ Punctuation, Grammar and Spelling (SPaG or GPaS)

➢Mathematics

- There is no test for English writing as the judgement 
is made only through teacher assessment.



Results
- The government has provided assessment frameworks which 

teachers use to assess against.

- Currently, children in Reading, Writing and Maths will be 
assessed as 

✓ Pre-Key Stage
✓ Working towards the expected standard
✓ Working at the expected standard
✓ Working at ‘greater depth’

- In Science, children will be assessed as ‘working at the 
expected standard’ or not



Reading
• The Reading Test consists of two separate papers:

• Paper 1 – consists of a combined reading prompt and answer 
booklet. The paper includes a list of useful words and some practice 
questions for teachers to use to introduce the contexts and 
question types to pupils. The test takes approximately 30 minutes 
to complete, but is not strictly timed. 

• Paper 2 – consists of an answer booklet and a separate reading 
booklet. There are no practice questions on this paper. Teachers can 
use their discretion to stop the test early if a pupil is struggling. The 
test takes approximately 40 minutes to complete, but is not strictly 
timed. 

• The texts will cover a range of poetry, fiction and non-fiction.



Reading: 
Sample Questions

Questions are designed to assess our children’s 
comprehension and understanding.

• There are a variety of question types: Multiple 
choice



Reading: 
Sample Questions

Ranking / Ordering



Reading: 
Sample Questions

Matching / Labelling

Short answer questions



Reading: 
Sample Questions

Find and copy questions

Open-ended questions



Mathematics
• Children will sit two tests: Paper 1 and Paper 2:

• Paper 1: Arithmetic - lasts approximately 20 minutes (but 
this is not strictly timed). It covers calculation methods for all 
operations.

• Paper 2: Reasoning - lasts for approximately 35 minutes, 
which includes time for five aural questions. Pupils will still 
require calculation skills and questions will be varied 
including multiple choice, matching, true/false, completing a 
chart or table or drawing a shape. Some questions will also 
require children to show or explain their working out.



Mathematics: Sample 
questions

Maths Paper 1: Arithmetic 



Mathematics: Sample 
questions

Maths Paper 2: Reasoning



Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar

• The test consists of two separate papers:

• Paper 1: Spelling - pupils to spell 20 missing words within a 
test booklet. The test is expected to take approximately 15 
minutes to complete, but is not strictly timed. 

• Paper 2: Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary - a 
combined question and answer booklet focusing on pupils’ 
knowledge of grammar, punctuation and vocabulary. Pupils 
will have approximately 20 minutes to complete the 
questions in the test paper, but it is not strictly timed. 



SPAG: Sample 
questions



SPAG: Sample 
questions



SPAG: Sample 
questions

Within the assessment, the spelling words are read out to the children to fill into the 
gaps within the sentences. In this example, the missing spelling words are: sea, cave, 
bird and funny.



Writing
• Writing is assessed throughout the year, using the assessment framework.

• There is a big emphasis on grammar and knowing terms such as…

Verbs 

Adjectives 

Nouns 

Statement sentence 

Exclamation sentence 

Command 

Question 

• A ‘SPAG’ (spelling, punctuation and grammar) glossary is available on the 
school website’s KS1 assessments page, for your reference.



How to help your 
child?

•First and foremost, support and reassure your child that 
there is nothing to worry about and that they should 
always just try their best. 

•Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy 
breakfast every morning!

•Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at 
school; our school target is 96%.

•Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school 
by sharing their curriculum map and knowledge 
organiser.







Supporting your child’s 
learning at home

• Children in Year 2 should be reading 
regularly at home for at least 10-20 
minutes an evening (or before 
school!) – including free readers.

• Talk about the story before, during 
and afterwards – discuss the plot, 
the characters, their feelings and 
actions, how it makes you feel, 
predict what will happen and 
encourage your child to have their 
own opinions. Remind them it’s ok 
not to like a book!

• Visit the local library.



Supporting your child’s 
learning at home

Weekly online Times 
Table Rock Stars 

Homework

• Weekly spellings – these 
words are ‘common 
exception words’, which 
cannot be spelled using 
phonics.

• These words lists are from 
the National Curriculum, 
and children are expected 
to be able to read most and 
spell many of them by the 
end of Year 2.



Supporting your child’s 
learning at home



Don’t panic!
•Whilst SATs are statutory, we assess your child’s progress 

throughout the year.

• This means that the scores that your child achieves in the SATs 
are just one part of the assessment process.

•We prepare the children (without them knowing!) in lots of 
different ways including some afternoon support/challenge 
activities with Mrs Lee, Miss Clarey and Miss Pereira. The 
children really enjoy these!

• Your child’s final end of year results are determined by the 
teacher and not the tests!



Any questions?
We hope this will give you an idea of what the SATs 

involve. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
ask any member of staff. 

Thank you for attending! 


